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TEXTILES  AND  DRESS 

By  Maud  Okey 


When   our  grandmothers   and   great   grandmothers   were   young, 
all  of  the  clothing  and  household  furnishings  were  made  in  the  home.; 
Then  it  was  not  such  a  simple  matter  for  a  girl  to  secure  a  new  dress, 
as  it  is  now,  because  the  material  for  the  dress  had  to  be  produced 
on  the  farm ;  the  flax  or  the  wool  spun  into  thread  and  then  woven  into 
cloth.     All  this  was  done  under  the  supervision  of  the  home  and  re- 


"In  days  gone  by." 


Courtesy   of  Macmillan   Co. 


quired  a  great  deal  of  time  and  labor,  but  when  the  dress  was  finished 
the  girl  was  able  to  appreciate  it  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Gradually  improved  machinery  was  invented  and  the  art  of  spin- 
ning and  weaving  was  taken  from  the  home  and  put  in  large  city 
factories. 

So  long  as  the  cloth  was  woven  in  the  home,  the  women  folk  knew 
the  value  and  characteristics  of  the  dififerent  textile  fibers.     But,  since 


that  work  is  now  done  outside  of  the  home,  the  women  are  not  so 
closely  connected  with  it  and  they  have  lost  interest,  or  at  least  do 
not  realize  that  it  is  to  their  advantage  to  be  able  to  distinguish  be- 
tween the  different  fabrics  now  on  the  market.  Often  the  purchaser 
relies  too  much  on  the  opinion  of  clerks  as  to  the  real  value  of  materials 
and  often  the  clerks  do  not  know  any  more  than  the  purchaser  does 
concerning  the  real  value  or  the  proper  use  of  textiles,  or.  as  they  are 
often  called,  dry-goods. 


A  c^;':ton  plant  ready  for  ''de  picken." 


A   mature   cotton   boll. 


"Que'cn-consort  of  the  kingly  maize. 

The  fair  white  cotton  shares  his  throne. 
And  o'er  the  Southland's  realm  she  claims 
A  just  allegiance,  all  her  own." 

Minnie  Curtis  Wait. 
TEXTILES 

There  are  two  general  classes  of  tibers  that  are  used  in  making 
textiles:  (i)  vegetable  fibers,  or  cotton  and  linen;  and  (2)  animal 
fibers,  wool  and  silk.  Cotton  is  the  product  of  the  cotton  plant,  and 
is  very  plentiful,  comparatively  cheap,  and  is  used  for  clothing  more 
than  any  other  fiber.  The  fibers  vary  in  length  according  to  the 
varietv  of  cotton  and  as  each  fiber  is  a  flattened,  twisted  tube,  they 
are  elastic,  light  and  suitable  for  spinning  a  fine  thread. 

Linen  is  made  from  the  fllax  plant  and  was  formerly  considered 
tlie  most  important  vegetable  fiber,  but  now  cotton  replaces  it  to  a 
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large  extent.  Each  linen  fiber  is  a  long  transparent  tul)e  with  thick, 
smooth  walls,  and  gives  a  very  lustrous  appearance  when  spun  into 
cloth. 

Altho  cotton  and  linen  are  both  plant  fibers,  they  differ  in  many 
respects.  Linen  is  stronger  than  cotton  and  because  of  the  smooth, 
shiny  surface  keeps  clean  longer.  Cotton  is  cheai)er  than  linen  and 
is  capable  of  replacing  other  fibers  to  a  certain  extent  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cloth.  The  quality  of  cotton  materials  depends  on  the 
strength  of  the  fibers,  the  fineness  or  coarseness  of  the  material,  the 
kind  of  weave  used,  and  the  color  and  design. 


Cotton  and  flax  fibers  as  seen  under  a  microscope. 


A,  end  of  cotton  fiber ;  B,  dead  or 
immature  fiber ;  C,  mature  or  ripe 
fiber;  D,  a  mercerized  cotton  fiber. 


Flax    fibers    and    end    of    a    fiber    as 
seen   under  a   microscope. 


COTTON  GOODS 

Muslins  come  in  plain  weaves  and  differ  only  in  weight  of 
thread  and  in  finish.  Sheeting  also  varies  in  weight  and  may  now 
be  purchased  in  widths  suitable  for  single,  two-thirds,  or  double 
beds ;  the  only  sewing  necessary  being  a  hem  at  the  top  and  the 
bottom.  Material  for  pillow  cases  may  be  bought  in  the  form  of 
tubing,  which  is  a  very  convenient  form.  Percales  and  calicos  are 
plain  weaves  and  are  e-ithered  dyed  one  color  or  printed  with  a 
certain  pattern  after  the  cloth  is  woven.  Ginghams  have  the  thread 
dyed  before  it  is  woven  and  fancy  weaves  are  often  used.  Mer- 
cerized cotton  is  obtained  by  treating  the  cotton  fibers  with  a 
solution  of  strong  alkali  and  then  stretching  them  until  the  natural 


twist  has  been  removed  from  them.  Fibers  so  treated  make  a 
strong  durable  cloth  with  a  silky  appearance  and  the  luster  remains 
after  washing.  India  "Linen"  is  entirely  cotton,  as  are  also  many 
"voiles"  and  other  materials  with  fancy  trade  names  and  made  to 
imitate  linen  or  silk. 

LINENS 

Linen  materials  come  in  several  different  weaves,  all  of  which 
may  be  used  for  clothing  and  for  embroidery.  The  damask  used 
tor  table  linen  comes  in  many  beautiful  designs.  The  quality  of 
this  linen  depends  more  on  the  weight  than  on  the  fineness  of 
thread.  That  which  is  elastic  and  leathery  to  the  touch  is  con- 
sidered best.  Huck,  an  uneven  rough  weave,  is  used  for  towels  be- 
cause it  gives  a  good  surface  for  the  absorption  of  water.  Russian 
crashes  are  of  a  coarse  weave  but  very  serviceable  for  clothing, 
toweling,   and   decorative   purposes. 


Fine-wool  sheep  from  which  the  wool  for  the  finest  woolen  fabrics  is  obtained. 


WOOL   AND   WOOLEN   GOODS 

Wool  comes  from  the  backs  of  sheep  and  is  the  second  fiber,  in 
amount  used  for  clothing.  Wool  fibers  are  not  very  strong,  but  are  very 
elastic  and  curly  and  possess  a  scale-like  structure.  When  the  wool 
fiber  is  warm  and  moist  these  scales  stand  uj)  and  have  the  appearance 
of  a  pine  cone;  but  vv^hen  a  wool  fiber  is  cold,  the  scales  lie  flat  like 
those  on  a  fish.  This  structure  of  the  wool  fibers  gives  them  the 
property  of  felting  or  matting  very  closely  together.  There  are  two 
classes  of  cloth  manufactured  from  wool,  namely,  woolens  and 
worsted. 

Woolens  are  made  from  short  wool,  carded  and  spun  into 
yarn.  The  yarn  is  woven  into  a  cloth  that  is  usually  heavily  felted. 
Flannels,  broadcloths  and  felt  are  examples  of  woolens. 
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Worsted  is  made  from  long  wool,  combed  and  drawn  until 
the  fibers  are  even,  then  twisted  hard.  When  woven,  the  ends  of  the 
threads  do  not  project  thru  to  the  surface  and  the  weave  of  the 
cloth  shows.  Serges,  challies,  men's  suiting,  voiles,  etc.,  are  worsted 
goods.  Mohair  is  a  worsted  cloth  made  from  the  wool  or  hair  of 
the  Angora  goat.     Usually  mohair  has  a  cotton  or  silk  warp. 

SILK 

Silk  is  one  of  the  most  expensive  fibers,  but  it  is  strong  and  makes 
very  beautiful  cloth.  Silk  fiber  is  a  product  of  the  silk  worm  and  is 
found  wrapped  around  the  cocoons  of  these  worms,  The  best  grade 
or  reeled  silk  is  taken  from  the  cocoon  in  one  long,  continuous  thread. 


Wool  and  wool  fibers  as  seen  under   a  microscope. 
A,    coarse   wool ;    B,    medium   wool ;   C,  fine  wool. 


The  silk  from  the  defective  cocoons  or  the  broken  fibers  are  spun 
into  thread  and  are  used  as  warp  threads  in  weaving  reeled  silk  or 
in  making  imitation  pongee,  velvets,  satins,  etc.  Real  pongee  and 
rajah  are  made  of  the  silk  from  the  cocoons  of  the  uncultivated  silk 
worms.  These  goods  are  very  strong  but  they  do  not  have  the  luster 
of  reeled  silk. 

ADULTERATION  OF  DRESS  GOODS 

In  this  day  and  age  the  manufacturer  must  keep  up  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  public.  Since  the  introduction  of  chemicals  and  dye- 
stufifs,  many  forms  of  adulteration  are  possible  and  these  enable  the 
manufacturer  to  produce  a  great  variety  of  materials,  but  often  cheap 

in  quality. 
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Cotton  is  the  cheapest  fiber  so  is  not  adulterated  with  any  other 
fiber,  but  it  can  be  made  to  appear  heavier  by  the  additions  of  material 
called  sizing,  such  as  starches,  gum,  china  clay,  and  glue.  These 
materials  will  add  weight  to  the  cloth  and  give  to  it  a  degree  of  harsh- 


Flax  straw  and  fibers, 

1  and  2,  best  quality  of  prepared  flax  fiber;  3,  scutched  fiber;  4,  a  bundle  of 
flax  straw ;  5,  partly  scutched  fiber  from  coarse  straw. 


ness.    If  these  materials  are  in  the  cloth  it  is  greatly  reduced  in  weight 
by  boiling. 

Linen  is  more  expensive  than  cotton  so  is  quite  often  adulterated. 
So-called  linen  handkerchiefs  may  not  have  one  thread  of  linen  in 
them  because  cotton  can  be  made  to  appear  a  great  deal  like  linen 
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and  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  deceive  the  inexperienced  buyer.  Table 
linen  and  towels  may  be  part  cotton  and  extreme  care  should  be  taken 
in  buying  these  materials.  If  a  purchaser  is  paying  for  linen,  he  should 
get  pure  linen  and  not  a  mixture  of  cotton  and  linen. 

Wool  is  quite  often  adulterated  by  using  part  cotton  or  linen. 
Made-over  yarns,  which  usually  contain  very  short  fibers,  are  some- 
times used  for  making  new  goods  called  shoddy,  which  usually  comes 
in  novelty  weaves  and  patterns.  Wools  -are  sometimes  heavily  felted 
to  cover  up  some  inferior  material  used. 

Silk,  because  of  the  small  supply,  its  expense,  and  its  great  demand, 
is  more  often  adulterated  than  any  other  fiber.     Silk  fibers  have  the 


Flax  straw  spread  on   the  ground   for  dew  retting. 


ability  to  absorb  dyes  and  metallic  salts  without  apparently  changing 
the  quality  of  the  goods,  and,,  as  these  chemicals  are  cheaper  than  pure 
silk,  the  manufacturers  make  use  of  them  to  increase  the  weight  of 
their  silk  and  at  the  same  time  to  reduce  the  price  low  enough  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  public.  Very  little  silk  on  the  market  today 
is  free  from  some  loading,  as  this  method  of  adulteration  is  called. 
Silk  is  sometimes  adulterated  by  the  use  of  other  fibers,  thus  silk 
and  cotton,  silk  and  wool,  and  silk  and  linen  may  be  woven  together. 
If,  however,  these  materials  are  sold  for  what  they  really  are,  this  is 
not  considered   a   form   of   adluteration.      Manv   dress   materials   and 


much  of  the  knit  underwear  are  mixtures  of  this  kind  and  some  of 
these  combinations  are  very  durable  and  hygienic. 

Detection  of  Adulterations,  —  If  the  prospective  buyer  is  in 
doubt  as  to  the  real  quality  of  goods,  she  should  apply  a  few  simple 
household  tests  and  be  sure  that  she  is  paying  for  good  materials  in- 
stead of  poor  ones.  First,  examine  the  cloth  to  see  if  all  the  threads 
are  alike.    Then  examine  the  individual  threads.    Cotton  thread  breaks, 


"Picture  tonight,  a  field  of  snowy  white, 
Hear  the  darkies  singing  soft  and  low, 
I  long  there  to  be  for  someone  waits  for  me, 
Down   where  the  cotton   blossoms  grow." 


leaving  a  fuzzy  end.  Linen  thread  breaks  uneven,  leaving  straight 
ends  and  is  stronger  than  cotton.  Wool  threads  pull  apart  leaving 
very  kinky  fibers.  Silk  fibers  have  luster,  break  like  cotton  but  are 
stronger. 

Each  kind  of  fiber  will  burn  in  a  characteristic  way.  Cotton  and 
linen  burn  quickly  with  a  fliame.  Wool  burns  slowly  with  the  odor 
of  burnt  feathers  and  leaves  a  small  amount  of  ash.  Silk  burns  slowly, 
leaving  crisp  ash  in  a  ball  on  the  ends  of  threads,  but  if  the  silk  is 
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loaded,  more  ash  will  be  left  than  if  not  loaded  and  the  shape  of  the 
sample  will  be  retained. 

The  old  way  of  testing  linen  with  the  moistened  finger  is  not 
always  reliable.  If  linen  is  very  heavy  or  contains  much  starch,  the 
moisture  will  not  show  thru  the  goods,  but  it  will  show  thru  thin, 
twisted  cotton.  A  better  test  for  linen  is  to  put  a  drop  of  olive  oil 
on  the  material.  If  it  is  linen  the  spot  will  become  translucent,  if 
the  material  is  cotton  the  spot  will  remain  opaque.  The  best  materials 
are  generally  what  they  seem  to  be,  but  inexpensive  materials  may  be 
cheap  in  appearance  and  wearing  qualities  as  well  as  in  cost. 

DRESS 

There  are  several  things  to  consider  in  selecting  materials  for 
clothing.  First,  consider  the  purpose  the  dress  is  to  serve.  A  dress 
is  for  protection  and  ornamentation  and  must  be  so  designed  as  to 
meet  these  requirements.  Second,  determine  the  suitable  materials 
to  fit  the  needs  of  the  wearer.  The  business  woman  will  select  a 
street  suit  of  some  material  that  is  durable,  easily  cleaned,  and  will 
retain  its  shape. 

The  woman  in  the  home  also  must  have  the  "business"  dress,-  but 
her  needs  will  be  of  a  different  nature  than  those  of  a  business  woman. 
The  woman  in  a  home  will  select  some  cotton  material,  calico,  percale, 
or  gingham,  because  it  can  be  easily  laundered  and  will  always  look 
fresh  and  clean.  Her  dress  may  be  made  very  simple  with  little  or 
no  trimming,  in  which  case  the  expense  is  very  small.  An  apron  to 
match  the  dress  adds  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  the  costume.  When 
a  person  is  suitably  dressed  for  work,  it  becomes  a  pleasure  and  one 
is  able  to  accomplish  much  more  than  if  the  dress  is  out  of  keeping 
with  the  task  to  be  done. 

If  one  is  to  choose  an  evening  or  party  dress,  material  to  fit  the 
occasion  and  the  wearer  must  be  selected.  Some  soft  material  in  silk 
or  cotton,  or  a  novelty  material  in  a  combination  of  one  or  more  fibers 
is  suggested.  An  evening  gown  would  probably  have  some  trimming 
on  it,  if  so  the  trimming  must  harmonize  with  the  other  materials  used. 
A  gown  of  this  sort  may  show  the  individuality  of  the  wearer  better 
than  any  other  kind  of  a  dress. 

In  choosing  materials  for  a  dress,  color  is  a  very  important  factor. 
Every  one  should  endeavor  to  dress  becomingly  and,  altho  there  are 
no  strict  laws  that  can  be  enforced,  there  are  a  few  principles  that 
all  should  follow.  We  all  know  that  color  has  a  great  influence  on 
the  appearance  of  the  complexion.  Dififerent  complexions  require 
different  colors,  so  also  different  colored  eyes  and  hair  require  different 
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colors  to  improve  them  and  add  to  their  charm.  An  understanding  of 
the  following  essential  terms  pertaining  to  color  make  it  easier  to 
follow  certain  principles. 

Red,  blue,  and  yellow  are  called  the  pure,  or  primary,  colors  be- 
cause they  cannot  be  produced  by  a  combination  of  other  colors. 

A  complementary  color  is  made  by  the  combination  of  any  two 
primary  colors  and  forms  a  true  contrast  to  the  third  primary  color. 

A  normal  color  is  formed  by  the  combination  of  two  or  more 
colors,  which  may  be  selected  as  the  foundation  of  a  scale  of  tones. 

A  tone  of  a  color  is  a  condition  of  a  pure  color  with  white  or 
black  added  to  it. 

A  tint  of  a  color  is  a  mixture  of  a  pure,  or  normal,  color  with 
white,  making  a  light  tone  of  the  color. 

A  shade  of  a  color  is  a  mixture  of  a  pure,  or  normal,  color  with 
black,  making  a  dark  tone  of  the  color. 

A  color  scale  is  a  graduated,  series  of  tones  of  the  same  color,  ex- 
tending from  the  lightest  tint  to  the  darkest  shade  thru  the  pure  or  the 
normal  color. 

Not  all  persons  have  a  taste  for  color  or  a  sense  of  color  harmony 
and  it  is  safest  for  such  persons  to  use  the  shades  and  tints  of  one 
color  in  their  clothes.  They  may  select  the  color  most  becoming  to 
them  and  use  it  in  the  tints  and  shades  best  suited  to  their  complexioiis, 
eyes,  and  hair.  This  idea  works  out  especially  well  in  out-door 
costumes.  People  out  of  doors  appear  very  small  against  the  back- 
ground of  nature,  and  if  they  dress  in  one  color  they  appear  as  a  unit 
and  the  whole  effect  is  usually  more  pleasing  than  if  they  dress  in  a 
number  of  colors.  The  color  chosen  need  not  be  subdued  or  cold 
looking  but  may  be  bright  and  cheerful  altho  not  glaring  and  startling. 
There  are  certain  shades  of  blue,  brown,  green,  and  red  which  cannot 
well  be  used  for  street  or  outdoor  costumes,  but  make  beautiful  and 
useful  suits. 

In  house  dresses  a  love  of  color  may  be  displayed.  For  such 
dresses,  the  bright  and  light  shades  and  tints  may  be  worn,  because  the 
surroundings  are  usually  more  suitable  than  are  out  of  doors  conditions. 

On  rainy  days  is  a  very  good  time  to  display  a  little  color.  It  is 
just  as  important  to  look  well  when  the  weather  is  disagreeable  as 
when  it  is  pleasant.  Dull  grays  and  blacks  worn  when  it  is  raining 
have  a  tendency  to  depress  the  spirits  of  the  wearer.  So,  when  a  rain- 
coat is  selected  choose  one  with  a  bit  of  color,  either  on  the  cufTs  and 
collar  or  in  the  buttons. 

When  two  or  more  colors  are  combined  in  one  dress,  the  safest 
plan  is  to  select  materials  with  the  design  woven  in  colors.    The  com- 
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bination  then 
using  several 


White 


Very  light 
iint 


Light 
lint 


Medium 
iint 


Middle 
or 
fray 


Medium 
shade 


Dark 
shade 


Very  dark 
shade 


Black 


Neutral  color  scale. 


Thus  to  find 
matter,  but  i 


is  usually  more  pleasing  than  a  combination  formed  by 
materials   of   different  colors.     One   color   used   in   the 

design  might  be  selected  and 
matched  in  some  other  mate- 
rial to  use  as  trimming,  with 
a  pleasing  effect. 

If  materials  with  designs 
are  chosen,  they  should  be- 
come the  wearer.  Plaids, 
checks,  and  large'  designs  can 
be  worn  by  tall  slim  people, 
while  stripes,  dots,  and  small 
designs  look  well  on  large 
people  or  those  who  are  short. 
Stripes  should  be  avoided  by 
tall  people,  because  the  stripes 
increase  the  apparent  height 
of  such  people,  but  for  the 
same  reason  short  people  look 
well  in  them.  Small  designs 
are  in  better  taste  than  large 
ones. 

Sometimes  use  is  made  of 
a  complementary  color  which 
produces  a  decided  contrast 
when  used  with  the  pure 
color  not  used  in  making  the 
complementary  color.  For 
example,  blue  and  orange 
would  be  a  contrast,  but  one 
of  harmony,  because  red  and 
yellow,  two  of  the  primary 
colors,  when  mixed  together 
make  orange.  Thus  green,  a 
combination  of  blue  and  yel- 
low, is  the  true  complement 
of  red  and  a  perfect  contrast. 
Purple  a  mixture  of  red  and 
blue,  forms  the  complement, 
or  true  contrast,  of  yellow, 
the  contrast  of  the  pure  or  primary  colors  is  a  simple 
f  the  color  scales  of  the  normal  colors  are  taken  and  an 
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attempt  made  to  find  their  true  contrasts,   the   matter   of   color  har- 
mony becomes  a  complicated  process. 

If  it  is  desired  to  use  one  color  with  its  complement,  one  or  the 
other  color  must  predominate  and  they  must  both  be  a  little  subdued 
or  neutralized  by  adding  gray  to  the  pure  or  normal  color.  To  use 
bright  colors  in  patches  is  not  considered  artistic  or  in  good  taste, 
altho  fashion  sometimes  advocates  it.  If  one  wishes  a  red  dress 
trimmed  in  green,  first  find  the  green  that  is  a  true  contrast  of  the 
red  used ;  then  use  a  small  quanity  of  it,  a  touch  on  the  waist  and 
perhaps  a  little  on  the  hat,  but  it  must  not  be  used  in  large  patches. 

Different  kinds  of  lights  also  have  a  great  effect  on  color.  When 
selecting  a  dress  to  be  worn  at  night,  the  effect  of  artificial  light  must 
be  carefully  tried.  The  selection  of  a  single  color  requires  considerable 
care,  but  to  select  several  contrasting  colors  is  indeed  difficult  and 
requires  careful  testing  with  artificial  lights. 

People  with  light  hair  and  blue  eyes  can  wear  blues ;  people  with 
brown  eyes  can  wear  browns,  blues,  and  other  colors  according  to  the 
degree  of  color  in  their  complexion. 

An  auburn-haired  girl  with  brown  eyes  should  wear  colors  to 
correspond  with  her  hair.  If  she  has  blue  eyes,  she  should  wear 
colors  to  match  or  harmonize  with  her  hair  in  daylight,  and  dress  to 
match  her  eyes  at  night.  Some  auburn-haired  people  look  much  better 
in  certain  colors  of  pink  than  they  do  in  blue  as  the  red  tints  will  bring 
out  certain  lights  in  their  hair. 

A  person  with  dark  hair  can  wear  a  wider  range  of  color,  than 
can  people  with  light  or  auburn  hair.  If  she  has  blue  eyes  and  a 
rosy  complexion,  she  can  wear  almost  any  color,  unless  some  of  the 
red  tints  and  shades  would  reflect  too  much  color  in  her  checks.  If 
she  has  brown  eyes,  her  complxion  must  be  the  deciding  factor.  If 
a  rosy  complexion,  then  blues  are  usually  becoming,  but  if  her  cheeks 
are  pale  then  reds  and  pinks  bring  out  the  color.  Every  one  has  one 
color  they  feel  best  and  look  best  in ;  if  they  can  find  that  color,  they 
should  wear  it  to  a  large  extent  and  be  satisfied. 

The  question  often  arises  whether  a  person  should  buy  ready- 
made  clothes,  have  them  made,  or  make  them.  To  answer  this  ques- 
tion, one  must  consider  several  things.  First,  the  occupation;  the 
business  woman  rarely  has  time  or  cares  to  sew,  so  she  must  either 
have  her  clothes  made  or  buy  them  ready  made.  Until  the  last  few 
years,  it  was  cheaper  for  her  to  have  them  made  by  some  dressmaker, 
but  now  she  will  probably  find  that  she  can  get  better  styles  and  better 
designs  at  less  expense  in  ready-made  clothes. 
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If  one  has  a  standard  tigure,  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  buy  ready- 
made  clothing;  if  much  altering  has  to  be  done,  the  lines  of  the  garment 
are  apt  to  be  spoiled.  In  the  latter  case  it  is  better  to  have  clothes 
made  to  order.  Health  and  ability  to  sew  are  other  factors  to  be  con- 
sidered in  deciding  whether  to  make,  to  have  made,  or  to  buy  ready- 
made  clothes.  If  sewing  becomes  tedious  and  tiresome  then  it  may 
be  better  to  buy  clothes  ready  made  or  hire  them  made  even  at  extra 
expense. 

Cost  of  clothing,  of  course,  must  be  considered  and  the  taste, 
ability,  and  circumstances  of  the  housewife  must  determine  how  the 
clothing  is  to  be  secured.  When  everything  is  considered,  it  is  usually 
just  as  cheap  to  buy  ready-made  clothes  as  to  hire  them  made  and  if 
the  housewife  places  a  value  on  her  time,  then  ready-made  clothes 
are  almost  as  cheap  as  clothes  made  at  home.  Babies'  and  children's 
clothes  are  an  exception  to  this  statement  as  it  is  often  much  cheaper 
to  make  them  at  home.  In  wearing  ready-made  clothes  a  person  often 
does  sacrifice  individuality.  If  a  person  can  legitimately  prove  to  their 
own  satisfaction  that  they  are  justified  in  giving  up  the  quality  of  in- 
dividuality, that  character  of  clothes  that  gives  personal  charm  and 
style,  then  she  can  dress  almost  as  economically  in  ready-made  as  home- 
made clothes. 

Real  success  in  dress  depends  more  on  good  taste,  good  judgment 
and  care  of  clothing  than  on  the  amount  of  money  spent.  By  cultivating 
good  taste  pleasing  results  may  be  obtained  with  a  comparatively  small 
amount  of  money. 


'■Right  dress  is,  therefore,  that  which  is  fit  for  the  station 
in  life  and  the  work  to  be  done  in  it;  and  which  is  otherwise 
graceful,  becoming,  lasting,  healthful,  and  easj- :  on  occasion, 
splendid;  always  as  beautiful  as  possible.  Beautiful  dress 
is  chiefly  beautiful  in  color,  in  harmony  of  parts,  and  in 
putting  on  and  wearing.  Rightness  of  mind  is  in  nothing 
more  shown  than  in  the  mode  of  wearing  simple  dress." 

John  Ruskix. 


